THE GOLDEN AGE

It was on the I5th July 1410, that the allied
Polish-Lithuanian army met the army of the Teu-
tonic Knights between Tannenberg and Grime-
wald. In a battle lasting ten hours the Knights
suffered a terrible defeat. The Grand Master,
Ulrich von Jungingen, was killed, together with a
large number of commanders, marshals and
knights, while the rest of their army was taken
prisoner. In fact, the entire army of the Order was
annihilated. For centuries thereafter Tannenberg
became a term of utter humiliation to the Germans,
and even to-day, five hundred years later, they
cannot think of that incident without a sense
of rage and shame. Incidentally, it was the
Germans who had committed an aggression
against Poland in wresting Danzig from her a
century earlier!

The Peace of Thorn obliged the Order to render
to Poland what they had taken away from her.
In thfc year 1412 Jagello received thirteen Hun-
garian towns in pledge from King Sigismund of
Hungary. The event of the following year was the
Union of Horodlo, in virtue of which the Lithu-
anians surrendered their sovereignty and the
Catholic Lithuanian nobles were adopted by Polish
noble families. Between 1412 and 1422 a new war
with the Teutonic Knights flared up, in which*
the latter were once more defeated and Poland
regained several more cities, including Nieszawa.
In 1425 the constitutional rights of the Polish
nobles were again confirmed and extended.
* Neminem captivabimus nisi iure victum'.